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Community
The city of Portsmouth has a population of approximately
100,000 people with 47% of the working residents employed
by the United States Government and 53% employed by
local business and industries. Secondary student enrollment
includes three middle schools and three high schools.

Accreditation
All secondary schools are accredited by the Southern
Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools and the
Virginia State Department of Education.

Curriculum

Any program of studies may lead to college admission
providing the pupil meets the entrance requirements of the
college of his/her choice. The senior high schools in
Portsmouth operate within a 4 x 4 accelerated block
schedule.  Portsmouth Public Schools offer Advanced
Placement classes in all core areas and Dual Enrollment
classes in conjunction with Tidewater Community College.

Grading Scale

Value Regular Honors AP/DE
93-100 = A 4 45 5
90-92 =A- 3.7 4.2 4.7
87-89 =B+ 3.3 38 43
83-86 = 3 35 4
80-82 =B- 2.7 3.2 3.7
77-79 =C+ 2.3 2.8 33
73-76 = 2.0 25 3.0
70-72 =C- 1.7 2.2 2.7
67-69 =D+ 13 1.8 2.3
64-66 =D 1.0 1.5 2.0
<64 =F

Graduation Requirements
Students have the option of earning an Advanced Studies
Diploma, a Standard Studies Diploma, or an Applied Studies
Diploma.

Weighted Credits and Rank in Class
Certain courses have been determined to be much more
demanding academically than other high school level
courses. For the purpose of college application, a weighted
rank-in-class system is used.

Advanced Studies Diploma

English 4 credits
Mathematics 4 credits
Laboratory Science 4 credits
Social Studies 4 credits
Health/Physical Educ. 2 credits

3 credits of one or
2 credits of two

World Language

Fine or Practical Art 1 credit

Economics & Personal Finance Icredit

Electives remaining credits
26 total

End of Course Verified Credits required:
2 (English 11)
1 (Mathematics)
1 (Science)
1 (Social Studies)

Standard Studies Diploma

English 4 credits
Mathematics 3 credits
Laboratory Science 3 credits

Social Studies 3 credits
Health/Physical Educ. 2 credits

Fine or Practical Art 1 credit
Economics & Personal Finance lcredit

Electives remaining credits

22 total

End of Course Verified Credits required:
2 (English 11)
1 (Mathematics)
1 (Science)
1 (Social Studies)

*Students receiving a standard diploma are required to
take a Board approved CTE sequence and a career or
industry credential. The credential could include, but is not
limited to, an industry certification, a state licensure
examination, a national occupancy competency assessment,
or the Virginia workplace readiness assessment.

*All students are required to complete one virtual course
and CPR training in emergency first aid, cardiopulmonary
resuscitation, and the use of automated external defibrillators,
including hands-on practice of the skills necessary to perform
cardiopulmonary resuscitation.



International Studies Center for Excellence
Students in the Center for Excellence are required
to meet the requirements for the Advanced Studies
Diploma on an honors level with the following
components:  World Cultures 1 Honors, World
Cultures Il Honors, a minimum of four credits in a
world language, and a minimum of 240 volunteer
hours.

Promotion Requirements
To Be Classified as a 10" grade student:
5 credits
To Be Classified as an 11" grade student:
10 credits
To Be Classified as a 12™" grade student:
15 credits

Honors Courses (weighted .5)
Honors English 9
Honors English 10
Honors English 11
Honors Algebra Il
Honors Trigonometry
Honors Probability & Statistics
Honors Math Analysis
Honors Earth Science
Honors Biology
Honors Anatomy & Physiology
Honors Chemistry
Honors Physics
Honors World Cultures 1 / Geography
Honors World Cultures 11 / Geography
Honors World History Il / Geography
Honors U S/ Virginia History
Honors French 4
Honors French 5
Honors Spanish 4
Honors Spanish 5
Honors Latin 4
Honors Latin 5

Advanced Placement Courses (weighted 1.0)
AP English Literature

AP U S History

AP Biology

AP Environmental Science

Virtual AP Courses through VDOE

Dual Enrollment and First College Courses

(weighted 1.0)
DE English
DE Government
DE Art History
DE General Biology
DE Chemistry
DE Principles of Public Speaking
DE Principles of Macroeconomics
DE Advanced Composition
DE History of Western Civilization
DE History of World Civilizations |
DE History of World Civilizations Il
DE U S History |
DE U S History 11
DE Survey of Western Culture
DE Precalculus
DE Calculus with Analytic Geometry
DE Music Appreciation
DE Principles of Psychology
DE Introduction to Sociology
DE Welding

DE Computer Aided Drafting & Design
*Courses may vary depending on TCC offerings
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